13 February 2015

HE. Zekd Ra'ad Al Musssin ‘

UHN High Comnmdssionsr for Human Rights

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Gengva _

Excalioncy,

It s & pleasure for me 1o romain engaged with you parsonally and o work tlosealy with
you st a time when, based on the mandate received by the new Government headad by
President Maithripala Sirsena; Sri Lanka is renewing its parthership with the world
community including intemational organisations.

As you sre awars, the current Govemnment was electad on the promise of creating a
mew poltical culture based on consensus-baced politics to achieve imporfant objsctives
- such as streéngthening democracy and demowratic insliutions, good governancs, the
rule of law, reconciliation and creating & just and inclusive soclely. These objectives and
more thet have been set owl v the 100 Day Programme of the Covernment are
currently in the process of being implementod with & firm reseive o build & pastafil S
Lanka where the human rights of all sre protectad. The Government recognizes that this
process is essential for the country and its poputation to reach thelr full potential-

President Sirsena hes mentioned #iis in several imporiant speeches including In hs
remarks on 4 Febrogry 2015, the Indepenidance Day of Sri Lanka. He recognized the
- nead for heeling and uniting the minds of people being important corponents of the
reconcifation process. The new Government also look the importart step of
acknowledying st certaln incidanis ook place during the conflict period and jssued a
‘Daclaration of Peace’ which was read out in 8l three principle languages on that day.
The Declaration, while paying respects to alb citizens of sl ethnicities and religions who
tast their lives due 1o the tragic confiict, committed the Government i ensure that never



L

again will the country be allowed to be traumatized by the shedding of blood of her
cilizens. .

As @ first step in strengthening civilien administration in the former corfiict affficted
provinces, the Govamment, soon after its election, repleced the military Governors In
the Northern and Eastern Provinces with respected sx-senior civil servants.

Upholding freedom of exprassion, all restrictions on media persormel were immediately
discontinued. All news websites that wers blocked were immediately unblosked, Al
foraign medla personnel who wish to visit 8 Lanka are now welcoms {o do so and
travel to and report from eny part of the country, fraely, without fear or infmidation. Tha
Government has aigo extendsd an open invitation 1o all media parsonnsl Bing In exle
1o retum o the country, : :

Demonstrating its commitment to engage actively with civi seciety and the human righis
community including humen rights activists, the NGO Secrotariat was shifted away from
- the purview of the Ministry of Defence and placed under the Mindstry of Policy Plaming
gt Economic Affalrs. The Government has commanced active and close coopetation
with civil soslety including with intermational human rights groups.

Action will be taken in Padiament this month on the passage of the Assistence and
Protection to Victims and Witnesses Bill. The enacimen! of the Right to Information Act
and the National Audit Act are currently being worksd on for implementation within 100
days, . '

Necessary amendments to the Conslitution are belng drafied to transfer execifive
powers exercised by the President to the Prime Minister, the Cabinet of Ministers and o
Parllamant. Action in this regard s to be iaken In Parllament within 100 days.
Legistation o repeal the 18" Amendment to form a Constitutional ouncil o estabish
independert Commissions for sppointments fo the Judiclal Service, Police, Public
Service, Elections, Bribery andl Corruption, and National Human Righte Commissions is
being draftad. Aclion on this will also e taken in Parfiarment within 100 days,

High Security Zones are being reviewsd, While this process is unterway, certain lands
in the Northern end Eastern. provinces have already been identified for release to the
peoply In these arsas. e _

As you are aware, Exallency, Hem 93 of the 100 Day Programmae manifesto of President
Sirsena states the following: '
"Since Sri Lanka Is nol a signatory to the Rome Statute regarding international
jurisdiction with regard fo war wimes, ensuring justice with regard to such
matiers will be the business of national independent judictsl mechanisms.”

' Frasident Slrisena's decisive itk:tw # the slection held on 8 January 2015, m:afm,
afiows the new Govemment 1o $81 up the necessary domestic machanisms retuired to



investigate infe incidents and where sufficient evidence is sveliable, conduct crimingl
prosection. ,

As | explained during my inferaction with you, slithough the naw Government is just 33
days old, discussions are alrsady underway on the kind of domestic machanism that
should be put in place and the nature of assistance that would be raguired from your
office and other irernational parners. While the Government is committed, as
undertaken in the election manifesto, 1o set up a cradibie domestic mechanism. tha
refevant praambular provisions in Resohdion 25/ o ensure gecouniability, serve lustion
and provids remecdiss to vicins will be takén into acoount,

The Government looks forward to working with you and your office to dovelop this
machanism and obtain fachnical seshstance. . :

In keaping with my leliar cé‘ai:aé T Fabruary 2015 inviting vou to visit 3 Lanks, | look
forward to recefving you In Colombo at an sarly opportunity well before the 30™ Session
of the Human Rights Council. ‘ ‘ )

The Government will also invite the Working Group on Enforoed and im@um&ry
Disappearances at an early opporiunity befors the 30" Session of the Councll and alss
invite relevant Special Procedure Mandate Holders on a needs-based sarly opporiunily,

The Govemment will commence an immediate disiogue with the Special sﬁapm:{ew on
truth, justice, reparations and guarantess of non-recurrence with a view to seeking his -
advice s necessary including exending un invitation at an appropriste time.

As explained during my discussion with you and in this lefter, the Governinent, although
only just over & month old, hes shready laken & seres of steps to ensute freadom of
exprasaion, assembly and movement, and protect end safeguard the humen rights of all
citizens as already menifested and widely acknowledged by the intemational
sommnity, '

As you would recognize, the Government of 31 Lanks will mégiziw fime to sel up the
- domaestic mechanisms  required a8 indicaled shove. Therefore, the Sovernment
respactiully reguests the following:

(8} the Raport of the OHCHR Investigelion on S Lanka (QIBL) 10 be presented at
the 30" Session of the Human Rights Countil so that its contents can be taken
irdo scoound by the domestic investinative and judinisl mechanisms once they arg
aat up by the Government in aocordancs with s commifments 1o the public,

(b} the Human Rights Council does rot farmelly discuss the Sri Lanka situation st its
28" Session.

Excellency, | look forward o atteniding the High-level Segment of the 2% Sesslion of the
Human Rights Coundll in Geneve. In my statement 1o the High-level Segment on 2



March 2015, | will brief the Coundll of the progress Sri Lanka has baen making on all
aspects related to human rights since the election of the new Government. ‘

i a%sg taok forward to mesting vou to discuss matters furiher during ry Vgl

Pleass acoept Exceliancy, the assurances of my highest considersiion.




